Donald . Tufp

A FURTHER RECORD OF HAEMATOMYZUS ELEPHANTIS PIAGET
(RYNCHOPHTHIRINA) FROM A WILD AFRICAN ELEPHANT

BY E. T. M. REID, B.SC., F.R.E.S.
(Veterinary Entomologist, Sudan Veterinary Service, Wau)

Reprinted from “The Entomologist’s Monthly Magagzine’, Vol. xc
Date of publication: May 3rd, 1954

On May 29th, 1953, Mr. T. W. Chorley and I shot an old adult male
elephant (Loxodonta africana Blumenbach) at Alel, south of Yirol (6° 15/
N., 31° E.) in the Southern Sudan. I searched the elephant and found two
specimens of Haematomyzus elephantis Piaget: a male in a skin crevice
just in front of the hind leg and a female in a skin crevice on the trunk. [
have searched seven other elephants during the past three years without
success.

It is inconceivable that these elephants had been at any time in contact
with those from Api Elephant Farm, Belgian Congo, which might have
obtained their lice from imported Indian elephants. There is also very little
chance of contamination from Uganda elephants, from which there are two
records. :

Miss T. Clay informs me that there are many African records of this
insect and it is apparent that it is not only widespread in Africa, but is also
indigenous. Records from wild hosts are very few (Hopkins, 1949:501,
states ‘at least two’) since people who shoot elephants seldom have the
desire to crawl about looking for these minute lice. This is very unfortunate
as elephants are rapidly dying out in many parts of Africa. )

The two specimens are in the possession of Dr. W. Bittiker of Nels-
pruit, Transvaal, to whom I am grateful for identifying the insects and
help in obtaining literature. I am indebted to the Director, Veterinary Ser-
vices, for permission to publish this note.

REFERENCES

' . 158 .
Ferris, G. F., 1931, The louse of elephants. Haematomyzus elephantis Piaget (Ma
phaga : H’aemator;'lyg?dae), Parasitology, 23:112-127 [not seen in original]. Hopkins,
G. H. E., 1938, Stray notes on Mallophaga, XIX, Ann. Mag. nat. Hist., (11) 2:191-198;
1949 The’host associations of the lice of mammals, Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., 119(2).:387-’
604 'Hopkins, G. H. E. & Clay, T., 1952, 4 check-list of the genera and species of

Mallophaga, London.

Wau, Sudan.
January 4th, 1954.




{"type":"Form","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}

