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STUDIES ON CHINESE ANOPLURA III.
A NEW SPECIES OF THE FAMILY RATEMIIDAE
(ANOPLURA)

Cmin Ta-HsIUNG
(Guiyang Medical College)

Ratemia asiatica, sp. nov.

The genus Ratemio contains two species of sucking lice, B. Squamulate (Neumann)
and -R. bassont Fiedler et Stampa, both collected off Equus burchelli from Africa. The
new species as here described constitutes the third species of the genus. It is near E.
bassons but differs in the following characters: 1. Head more constricted behind the an-
tenna, with the marging of occipital region almost straight, 2. Thoracic sternal plate
hexagonal, slightly longer than wide, with all the angles protruded, especially the pos-
terior laterals, being so prominant as to form pointed horn-like protrusions, 3. Three
transverse rows of setae on both dorsal and ventral surfaces of all abdominal segments
except segment VIIT which possesses only two rows. Sometimes one or two more rows
may be present. Only the last two rows with their setae aecross the whole width of the
segment, while the anterior ones short, located at the middle. The three pairs of
paratergal plates on segments IV-VI being triangular, with their sclerotised portion
somewhat rectangular. The last paratergal plate of male somewhat atrophied. 4. The
genital plate of female mushroom in shaped with the middle of the anterior border
protruded, Gonopods of segment VIII not prominant, angular, with a peg-like seta
posterior %o them. Genital lobe of segment IX with the two marginal setae anterior to
the genital seta far apart. Male genital plate lyriform, heavy, with long arms. Param-
eres long, and the pseudopenis not well sclerotised.

Holotype @, allotype &', paratypes 11 d'¢ 40 2¢ 9 nymphs ITT, collected off domes-
tic horse in Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region, China, in May 1973. Type specimens
are deposited in Guiyang Medical College except 13" 599 paratypes deposited in
Xinjiang Veterinary Research Institute,



