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Professor Busvine’s research into the control of medically important
arthropods (especially lice, fleas, bed bugs and itch mites) has yielded him a
rich store of curious information which divides itself between the scientific
and the literary or historical. An introductory account of the evolutionary
historics of insects and mites leads on to a fascinating study of human
reactions to ectoparasites, which shows how the extent of man’s curiosity
about them and hints of their prevalence provide a continuous commentary
both on the history of biological science from Aristotle to the present day
and on the modes and manners of past ages. Offering the writer convenient
symbols of piety, love and human insignificance, they are subjects of ribald
verse, quack medicine and morbid imagination, but only during the last
century did it dawn on an incredulous medical faculty that these objects
beneath contempt could transmit two of the most appalling epidemic
diseases: plague and typhus.
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