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A note on Philopterus kalkalichi Ansari, 1955 (Phthiraptera: 
Ischnocera: Philopteridae)
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Abstract The status of Philopterus kalkalichi 
Ansari, 1955—type host Dicrurus macrocercus—is 
discussed in view of its multiple descriptions as a 
new species. The description of Philopterus kalka-
lichi as a “sp. nov.” by Ansari in 1958 clearly refers 
to a species of Brueelia which is, at present, an un-
identifiable nomen dubium and clearly different from 
Brueelia dicruri described by Ansari in 1955. These 
two species of Brueelia have the same type host, D. 
macrocercus, but this bird species may not be the 
regular and natural host for one or both of them.
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Ansari (1955, p. 58; 1956a, p. 396; 1958, p. 60) 
described the louse Philopterus kalkalichi three 
times as a new species from the black drongo, Di-
crurus macrocercus Vieillot, 1817, but his first two 
descriptions (Ansari 1955, 1956a) do not include 
any illustration. In a fourth paper, Ansari (1956b, 

p. 17, fig. 30–32) dealt with P. kalkalichi again, not 
calling it a new species, but including illustrations 
showing it as a typical Philopterus. However, all 
10 figures published by Ansari (1958, fig. 66–75), 
labelled as “Philopterus kalkalichi, sp. nov.”, clearly 
belong to a species of Brueelia Kéler, 1936, another 
louse genus quite different from Philopterus Nitzsch, 
1818. Thus, the taxon “Philopterus kalkalichi An-
sari, 1955” was confirmed by Ansari (1956b) as 
belonging to the genus Philopterus 2 years before 
Ansari (1958) illustrated it as belonging to Brueelia. 
In conclusion, “Philopterus kalkalichi Ansari, 1958” 
is a preoccupied junior homonym of Philopterus 
kalkalichi Ansari, 1955, and actually represents an 
unidentifiable species of Brueelia that remains a 
nomen dubium.
 In addition, Ansari (1955, p. 53; 1956a, p. 395; 
1956b, p. 13) also described the louse Brueelia 
dicruri three times as a new louse species from Di-
crurus macrocercus. Judging from the illustrations 
published by Ansari (1956b, fig. 6–10), that species 
clearly belongs to Brueelia, but it is a very different 
species from the unidentifiable species of Brueelia 
that Ansari (1958) illustrated and erroneously named 
“Philopterus kalkalichi, sp. nov.”. Considering that 
the majority of hosts parasitised by Brueelia lice har-
bour only one species of that genus (see Price et al. 
2003, p. 152), D. macrocercus may not be the regular 
and natural host for one or both of the two species 
mentioned above. Furthermore, it is puzzling that 
Ansari (1958) made no mention of Brueelia dicruri, 
not even listing it among the lice recorded from D. 
macrocercus in his “Index of bird-hosts with their 
mallophagan parasites” (Ansari 1958, p. 101).
 Several publications by Ansari (1955, 1956a, 
1956b, 1958) contain over 50 instances of multiple 
descriptions of the same louse species as new spe-
cies. The rationale behind such an unusual practice 
escapes any logical explanation. The case discussed 
here is yet another illustration of how careful work-
ers must be when dealing with lice described as new 
species by M. A. R. Ansari.

Z05030; Online publication date 24 February 2006 
Received 15 August 2005; accepted 27 October 2005



New Zealand Journal of Zoology, 2006, Vol. 338

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

We are indebted to Durno Murray (Sydney, Australia) 
and an anonymous referee for their critical review of the 
manuscript.

REFERENCES

Ansari MAR 1955. Studies on the ischnoceron (sic) Mal-
lophaga infesting birds in Pakistan. Proceedings 
of Seventh Pakistan Science Conference, Biology, 
Bahawalpur. Pp. 42–62.

Ansari MAR 1956a. Studies on phthirapteran parasites 
(Mallophaga) infesting birds in the Panjab (sic.). 
Indian Journal of Entomology 17: 394–400.

Ansari MAR 1956b. Some new ischnoceran Mallophaga in 
the Zoological Survey Department, Karachi. Paki-
stan Journal of Scientific Research 8(1): 10–22.

Ansari MAR 1958. Studies on ischnoceran Mallophaga 
infesting birds in the Panjab (sic.). Indian Journal 
of Entomology 20(1): 46–62; 20(2): 77–103.

Kéler S von 1936. Über einige Mallophagen aus Rossitten. 
Arbeiten über Morphologische und Taxonomische 
Entomologie aus Berlin-Dahlem 3(4): 256–264.

Nitzsch CL 1818. Die Familien und Gattungen der Thier-
insekten (insecta epizoica); als Prodromus einer 
Naturgeschichte derselben. In: Germar EF ed. 
Magazin der Entomologie 3: 261–316.

Price RD, Hellenthal RA, Palma RL 2003. World 
checklist of chewing lice with host associations 
and keys to families and genera. Pp. 1–448. In: 
Price RD, Hellenthal RA, Palma RL, Johnson 
KP, Clayton DH ed. The chewing lice: world 
checklist and biological overview. Illinois Natu-
ral History Survey Special Publication 24. Pp. 
i–x and 1–501.


