March 28, 1938.

Gordon B. Thompson, E8qe,
53 Arodens Road,
London S. We 2, England.

Iy desx Thompson:

I was nighty pleased to receive your letter of Harch llth, this
rorning, snd to hear a little more of your activities.

I @m sorry to hear that you have laft the British Museum because
it 1s refreshing to £ind as keen a worker as you ovidently are‘weaciated
vith a big institution. If X am not asking too much, may I inquire
4T you are now engaged in Commerce, working on ectoparssites as a glde
line, or if you are engaeged in biological research with some other
institution?

I feel that I have a great deul of msterial, including Mallophega
from marine and shore birds - - 4f only I could find time to relax them
and put them into alochol for msiling purposes. The troubdle is tiad
I have s most mixed diet of duties at thia institution and I san rarely
get moTe than one or two consegutive hours throughout the weeic 1o pus
upon my own work. Morsover, the University collestions take up a lot
of my time and the getting out of material and putting it away again
for instrustion purposes is one of the most snnoying things that I have
to perform. Yt seeams to me such a foul waste ol time for me %0 have to
do so much routine work which could very sasily be done by en assistant.
On the other hand this institution hes no money %o provide such sn
assistant and therefore I have to do this routine work myself.

Last sumer I wes entirely slone in my camp on the ranges, without
trensportation of any kind, so that though I did sccompiish a fair
aount of concentrated writing-up work upon grasshoppers I feel now
that it was only a frsction of what I could have done, and should have
done, if I had had transportation. What I shall be doing this swmer
I do not know,

I managed to get material last summer for et least a Jirst note upon
the Faume of certsin birds?! nests in this Province, esveclally desling
with Protocalliphora attacking nestlings. I worked it iuto soms sort of
paper last mouth but it »ill not be published untll next spring.

I shell heve the piessure of sending you & copy of e puper vhich wes
mublished this winder, as scon as I recsive separates from ths rrirters,

¥iith kind regaxds,

Yours very sincerely,

GIs/Te





