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Cover Image: Dermoscopy in vivo for the life
cycle of Phthirus pubis
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DEAR EDITOR, Pediculosis pubis is caused by the louse, Phthirus
pubis. Lice are difficult but possible to see with close inspection
or magnification, and dermoscopy could enable a rapid and
efficient diagnosis. In vivo dermoscopy of pubic hairs from a
61-year-old man exhibited all stages of P. pubis, namely
translucent empty nits, nits containing nymphs, and nymph
and adult phases within a single field of view. (a) The nits
containing nymphs were brown and ovoid. (b) The empty
nits had flattened ends. Lice were seen (c) grasping hairs with
claws or (d) sucking the blood by inserting mouth parts into
the skin.
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