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Ir. Nat. J. Volume 27 No 11 2004

Field Records - Insects

Records of the feather lice (Mallophaga) Philopterus
cincli (Denny) and Myrsidea franciscoloi (Conci), two
species new to Ireland

Feather lice (Mallophaga) were collected from the Irish dipper Cinclus cinclus
hibemicus Hartert using the widely accepted delousing method outlined in Fowler and Cohen
(1983 Ringing & Migration 4: 185-189). Forty dippers were caught using mist nets between
September and December 2003 on various rivers in east Cork and west Waterford. Of the
forty birds caught, 32 (80%) yielded lice (mean 10.85 +1.96 per bird, range 0-53).

Two species of lice were identified, Philopterus cincli (Denny) and Myrsidea
franciscoloi (Conci). Each louse was determined using Blagovetschenskii (D. I. 1967
Mallophaga. In Bei-Bienko, G. Ya. (ed) Key to the insects of the European USSR 1: 385-403)
and Séguy (E. 1944 Insectes Ectoparasites. Faune de France 43) and verified by Dr Fidelma
Butler of University College Cork.

Philopterus cincli was collected from all 32 birds that yielded lice. These included male
and female as well as adult and young birds caught on the following rivers: Glashaboy,
Owennacurra, Dissour, Tourig (Cork), Glendine and Licky (Waterford) (irish O. S. Grid
references: W6781, W6880, W6881, W7178, W7275, W7276, W7375, W8576, W8577,
W8580, W8677, W8775, W9977, X0680, X0683, X0782, X1282, X1382, X1383, X1583,
X1683, X1884, X2085).

Four specimens of Myrsidea franciscoloi were collected from only one bird. This was
an adult male caught on the Owennacurra (W8580) in September 2003. Philopterus cincli
was also present on this bird.

The records of the two species reported here represent the first for Ireland (see Butler,
F. T. & O'Connor, J. P. 1994 Irish Naturalists’ Journal 24: 449-457)_ It is clear from this work
that Philopterus cincli is common and probably widespread on lIrish dippers, the lack of
records until now simply reflecting the lack of recording of feather lice in recent years.

Voucher specimens of both species will be deposited in the National Museum of
Ireland, Dublin.

Una Doyle and John O'Halloran
Department of Zoology, Ecology and Plant Science, University College Cork
Patrick Smiddy

Ballykenneally, Ballymacoda, Co Cork
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